
APAFS Gears Up for a New Decade with Economic 
Representation, Disruption on 19th Year
Celebrating almost two decades as the premier source of fiduciary education 
in the region, the Asia Pacific Association for Fiduciary Studies™ (APAFS™) 
proudly hosted its 19th annual Pacific Region Investment Conference™ 
(PRIC™) last November 21-22, 2019 in Manila, Philippines. With nearly 300 
delegates in record attendance, the Conference welcomed guests from 
diverse walks of life coming together in one location to learn best stewardship 
practices regardless of age, race, and gender.

In her opening keynote address, The Honorable Senator Daisy Alik-
Momotaro from the Republic of the Marshall Islands Nitijela anchored her 
message on Economic Empowerment of Women, the Conference’s theme 
for its first day. In a panel session that followed, notable women leaders from 
the private and public sectors also discussed the theme’s relevance in the 
context of empowering women in the Pacific. Representatives from local co-
hosts greeted delegates with a warm Manila welcome on both days.

On its annual run, the Conference gathers asset management and investment 
experts from around the world to equip delegates with knowledge and tools 
they may apply upon returning to their jurisdictions. This year, its first day 
featured plenary sessions that ranged from discussing trade wars in Asia and 
international markets to the global debt bubble and dealing with evolving 
market conditions, concluded by presentations on stakeholder relationships 
through addressing securities fraud and key trustee responsibilities.

The second installment of the two-day Conference delved deeper into 
disruptive insights at the turn of a new decade. Opening sessions highlighted 
why foundational investment basics are essential in a complex landscape, 
how it’s never too early to plan for retirement income to last, and what the 
next paradigm shift in technology means for financial industries.

Gearing up for the year 2020, the Conference also dedicated its last 
three sessions for panel updates featuring key takeaways from renowned 
managers across the fields of Alternative Investments, Global Fixed Income, 
and Global Equity Markets.

[Top-Bottom, Left-Right] The Honarable Senator Daisy Alik-Momotaro graced the 
Conference with fellow women leaders namely, The Honorable Representative 
Cristina Sablan (CNMI Legislature), The Honorable Senator Jerrlyn Uduch Sengebau 
Senior (ROP OEK Senate), Antoinette Sanford (Sanford Technology Group LLC), 
Christina Stinnett (FSM Chuuk Women’s Council) as well as representatives from 
local co-hosts Cristina Arceo (CFA Society Philippines) and Atty. Ma. Cristina Barbara 
Concepcion (Trust Officers Association of the Philippines).

[Top-Bottom, Left-Right] Class shots from the Fundamentals of Investing Training, 
Fiduciary Essentials® Training, AIF® MasterClass, AIF® Training, L5 Behavioral 
Governance MasterClass, and L5 Behavioral Governance Training.

[Left-Right] Patrick Schussman (Aristotle Capital Management) helped delegates 
relearn ‘how to tie their laces’; David John (ASC Trust) shared how they can plan 
for income to last throughout their lifetime; and Richard Clode (Janus Henderson 
Investors) presented the effects of accelerating disruption, risks, and opportunities in 
today’s industries.

Culminating the 19th annual Pacific Region 
Investment Conference on a high note was 
a message from APAFS Board of Governors 
Vice Chairman, Patrick U. Tellei, Ed.D, who 
shared the organization’s plans for a grand 
20th anniversary celebration in the upcoming 
year. APAFS remains committed to its vision 
and mission of providing only the best for 
its delegates and looks forward to their 
members’ and partners’ continued support 
as it expects more growth with the dawning 
of a new era in its history.

Year on year, the 19th annual Pacific Region Investment Conference is 
preceded by a series of fiduciary trainings and classes for participants to 
further their knowledge such as the Fundamentals of Investing Training, 
first offered in 2018 for individuals new to investments or for those in need 
of a refresher. In partnership with education providers fi360 and 3ethos, 
APAFS offered the Fiduciary Essentials® Training, AIF® MasterClass, AIF® 
Training as well as the L5 Behavioral Governance Training and L5 Behavioral 
Governance MasterClass, its newest offering, this year.



[Top-Bottom, Left-Right] Deputy Governor Francisco Dakila, Jr. (Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas) discussed Trade Wars in the Philippines and Asia while Robert 
DeRochie (First Trust Portfolios) brought the topic to a global perspective. In 
the following sessions, Jeffrey Detwiler (Garcia Hamilton & Associates) gave 
an outlook for the bond market if a debt bubble bursts and Read Price (Fisher 
Investments) compared historical patterns with current trends in market 
conditions. Closing Day 1 were Jai Chandrasekhar (Bernstein Litowitz Berger 
& Grossmann) who addressed stockholder litigation in the case of fraud and 
Danny Quant (Milliman) with his presentation on drivers that affect fiduciary 
responsibilities.

[Top-Bottom, Left-Right] Session 4 moderator Jason Miyashita (Raymond James & 
Associates) eagerly takes on current trends in Alternative Investments with panelists 
Benjamin Yang (Adelante Capital Management), Greg Murphy (Tortoise Capital 
Advisors), and Ken Raguse (SSI Investment Management). Session 5 moderator 
Jeffrey Detwiler (Garcia Hamilton & Associates) poses for the camera with panelists 
Robert DeRochie (First Trust Portfolios), Tim Tarpening (Pacific Income Advisors), and 
Jason Stewart (Chartwell Investment Partners) after covering updates on Global Fixed 
Income. For the last session in the Conference, moderator Jason Miyashita returns 
onstage with Joe Bruening (Renaissance Investment Management), Kamani Kuala’au 
(Atalanta Sosnoff Capital), and Read Price (Fisher Investments) for capital markets 
updates.
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For more information on APAFS and the Pacific Region Investment Conference, log on to www.apafs.org


